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Boo Coo News 
Boo Coo — from the French word Merci Beaucoup meaning thank you very much. No other meaning intended. 

Navy is coming to Black-Tie Dinner 

The guest speaker for the 

next Black-Tie Dinner to be 

held on Saturday March 16th, 

will be Captain Michael Oborn 

CSM.  

Captain Oborn is the current Commanding Officer of HMAS 

CERBERUS. 

Captain Oborn graduated into the Navy from the Australian 
Defence Force Academy in1991, he gained his Bridge War-
fare Certificate in 1996 and completed The Mine Warfare and 
Clearance Diving Officers course and had postings to several 
Australian Clearance Diving Teams.  
 
He has also attended the United Kingdom Advanced Com-
mand and Staff Course at Shrivenham. He spent the next 15 
months with the United Kingdom’s Amphibious Task Group operating in the North Atlantic, Atlantic and 
Arctic Circle.  
 
In 2015 he was deployed to Afghanistan as Chief of International Engagements in the NATO Afghan Na-
tional Army Trust Fund Office, Captain Oborn was appointed as Commanding Officer HMAS Cerberus 
in August 2018. 
 
 The cost for the Dinner is $125.00 per head (there is a limit on the seats available for this year). 
 You should register at your earliest convenience, Payment is required at this time and is non-refundable. 
 
 Details for registering: 
 Brian Tateson at;  jtateson@bigpond.net.au. Or; Rod Burgess at; globalwaste@hotkey.net.au  
 
Payment: 
Cheques Can Be Forwarded as follows: -                   EFT Funds as Follows 

 

The Treasurer 
PO Box 390 
Mont Albert Vic 3172 

Bendigo Bank 
VVAA Box Hill General Account 
BSB:  633-000 
Acc No:  113 150 494 

mailto:jtateson@bigpond.net.au
mailto:globalwaste@hotkey.net.au


Page 2 Boo Coo News October  2018  Volume 8 ,  Issue 2  

Secretar y ’s Repor t  

people can say “We are Vietnam 

Veterans” and bloody proud to 

be one, that’s why we, you and I 

must do everything in our power 

to keep our name and purpose 

going so generations behind us, 

know what the Vietnam Veter-

ans stood for. 

 

2019 Black-Tie Dinner is high-

lighted in this edition our guest 

speaker is Commander Captain 

Mike Oborn CSM, RAN who is 

the Commanding Officer of 

HMAS Cerberus, his CV is out-

standing, and you will find his 

presentation extremely interest-

ing.   

 

I am not too sure what the future 

will bring to us as Vietnam Vet-

erans, every week I send out 

death notices of Veterans who 

have carried out their last duties. 

All I do know is that we are all 

in the twilight years of our life 

and if we do not look after each 

other through our families and 

welfare, then who the hell will? 

 

I cannot stress hard enough how 

important it is to keep the Vi-

etnam Veterans Association of 

Australia going and be active 

into the future, too many Sub-

Branches are falling over 

“WHY” because YES we are 

getting older, however we are 

not that old that we cannot carry 

out the Sub-Branches or the Vet-

erans identities, all it takes is a 

willing group to form a Commit-

tee and members to get behind 

Hi All  

As you all know Kim and I 

have just returned from a very 

busy 5 weeks in Vietnam and 

Singapore. I am not going to 

bore you with our trip details or 

the good and not so good events 

on our holiday. 

However, I would like to say, 

for those who have never been 

back to Vietnam or those who 

have not been back for some 

time, Vietnam has just exploded 

in technology and Infrastruc-

ture. I have lived there and gone 

back every year since my return 

to Australia and I cannot be-

lieve how fast this country has 

advanced. Ho Chi Minh City 

(Saigon) and the surrounding 

districts (Suburbs) are just get-

ting bigger and bigger, they 

now have an 85-story building 

and that’s one of many over 50 

stories, it is just amazing, how-

ever all with foreign money 

mainly Chinese. 

 

Since our last edition, as a Sub-

Branch we have done very little 

or nothing to write about and 

that is not good, so what do I 

say? 

The last Black-Tie Dinner was 

just magnificent. The speaker 

was great and there were 5 

members inducted as Life 

Members, something that not 

too many Sub-Branches can 

match. I was one of those mem-

bers and as I have mentioned 

many times, you and I have 

something that not too many 

the Sub-Branch on 2 to 4 events 

per year. 

This year the committee had to 

cancel the Veterans Lunch, WHY 

only 24 members put their name 

down. Everyone has a reason why 

they could not attend and that’s 

Ok, it may have been that they did 

not like the guest speaker or what 

the speaker stood for and I can 

understand that, our friends at No-

ble Park told me that after the can-

cellation. So next year we will 

have look closely at the event and 

arrange something that will attract 

all and sundry. 

Our last Friday Night of the 

Month Dinner, well unless we 

can come up with a different for-

mat, this too is looking like we 

will have to move it or cancel the 

event, which would be a bloody 

shame, for years this was a well-

supported evening, and everyone 

looked forward to the night. So, 

what has happened ??, I would 

appreciate your feedback. 

 



Some members have suggested a lunch not a din-

ner, there is some merit in that, we do not have to 

drive home at night, because I think night time is 

getting too difficult for some members to drive, 

again your thoughts would be appreciated. 

 

The next arranged event is our Christmas Break-

up on the deck of the RSL, last year was well 

down in numbers, let’s see if we can go out with a 

bang in 2018. Notices will be sent out well before 

the event. This year the Committee will be looking 

at running the event at a much lower door charge 

or even the possibility of a free entry for members 

only and a free bar for one (1) hour. After that we 

all go our own way for the Christmas / New Year 

holiday period.  

 

In February 2019 we will be conducting the An-

nual General Meeting (AGM) this will be a 

VERY IMPORTANT meeting for the on-going of 

our Sub-Branch. Many Sub-Branches have indi-

cated to the State office that they may find it diffi-

cult to form a Committee and if that is the case the 

Sub-Branch will have to hand in the charter and 

close. 

Box Hill has a membership of 123 and even 

though we are not setting the world on fire with 

numbers turning up at functions, we MUST get 

enough members to put their hand up to fill the 4 

Committee positions that will be vacant at the 

AGM. That being the position of Vice-President – 

Secretary and two (2) General Committee posi-

tions. The remaining 6 committee members have a 

further one (1) year to run of their term. 

 

Vietnam Veterans (V.V.) Day 2018 was Ok, 

however down in numbers and that was under-

standable because for the 50th Anniversary of the 

battles of Coral and Balmoral was held in many 

places over the Nation, particularly in Canberra, 

but even so, the day went well, and the weather 

Secretar y ’s Repor t  cont inued . . .  
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was kind to us.  

I ventured down to the St Kilda RSL along with 

many others, however the numbers down there 

were about half of what they normally are and that 

tells you that many Veterans just want to do their 

own thing. 2018 will be the last of the big organ-

ised V.V. Day, from now on it will be a smallish 

Memorial Day due to the costs of putting on the 

likes of the Gun Fire Breakfast and the charges 

that the Shrine imposes on the VVAA to have the 

event on their site.  

 

It was great to see that our National Vietnam Vet-

eran Museum was recently adopted into the best 

20 Museums in Australia, that is just fantastic, it 

just goes to show you how good the management 

and Staff are running the museum. Well done to 

all involved. 

 

The ever-on-going task to get the SEATO Civilian 

Medical Team to be recognised for their services 

in Vietnam has struck another hurdle with the cur-

rent Minister of Veteran Affairs referring the re-

quest back to the original appointment references 

of the team, however we will keep pushing, I only 

hope it happens sooner than later. 

In closing, I would just like to say.    HONOUR 

THE DEAD BUT FIGHT LIKE HELL FOR 

THE LIVING    Rod Burgess – Secretary (Black Hat)    

 



 

Coral  Balmoral  50th Anniversar y  
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A National Commemorative service to mark the 

50th anniversary of the Battles of Fire Support 

Bases Coral & Balmoral (Operation Surfers) 

was held on Sunday 13th May 2018 at the Aus-

tralian Vietnam Forces National Memorial on 

Anzac Parade in Canberra.  

Veterans and their families attended the service to recognize 

the importance of Australia's most protracted and costly bat-

tles of the Vietnam War.  

The FSB's were established to cause disruption to routes used 

by the North Vietnamese and Viet Cong forces attacking the 

South Vietnam's capital Saigon now known as Ho Chi Minh 

City. The operation commenced 13th May with the last units 

being withdrawn on 6th June a total of 26 days.26 Australi-

ans were killed and 100 wounded.  

The Hon Darren Chester said, "today is a special occasion 

as we commemorate the 50th Anniversary to mark the 

gallantry displayed by the 1st Australian Task Force 

and I have the greatest pleasure to announce his Excel-

lency the Governor General's approval to award the 

Unit Citation for Gallantry for their actions".  

The Battle Honour Coral/ Balmoral was awarded to, 1st & 

3rd Battalions, the Royal Australian Regt, 3rd Cavalry & 

1st Armoured Regt, 12 Field Regt. Royal Australian Artil-

lery,1st Field Sqd. Royal Australian Engineers.  

Family members of deceased veterans are en-

couraged to apply for the insignia.  

Following the Service at the Vietnam Memorial a cocktail 

function was provided by the Dept. of Veteran Affairs for 

all Veterans and families to enjoy at the Canberra Conven-

tion Centre. Those who attended thoroughly enjoyed the 

excellent food and service provided by the Centre's staff.  

At 16:00 hrs (4:00pm) we all left the Convention Centre 

and boarded Buses provided by DVA and headed back to 

The War Memorial for the Last Post Ceremony for the 50th 

Anniversary.  

The last post Ceremony commemorated Corporal Robert 

Bernard Hickey who died during the action.  

The large crowd in attendance found the Service to be very 

moving.  

John F Sheehan  
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 Tanks for  the memor ies   
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Brothers Frank and Chris Nicholls of Eyre 
Street, Buninyong have assembled an amazing 
collection of military memorabilia (see The 
News, April 2017). 
 

One of their most prized possessions is a massive Cen-
turion tank which saw service in the Vietnam war and 
which they found and purchased in Wangaratta in 2007. 

Word of this purchase reached the four soldiers who 
had formed the crew of the tank in Vietnam. 

The crew was again in Buninyong in April, and the 
Nicholls brothers started up the tank and moved it into 
their yard so that the three, tank crew present could 
again access it and have photographs taken. 

Tank Crew Commander Ian Tregenza said that 
the men really enjoyed their visit to be reunited 
with the Centurion Tank in which they fought in 
areas such as Phuc Tui, Binh Banh and other areas 
of southeast Vietnam for most of 1968. 

Gunner, Herman Harberts said that even though 
it was fifty years ago, when they hear the noise of 
the tank being started up and sniff the fumes 
“1968 seems just like yesterday.” 

“It does bring back memories of the bloodshed on 
both sides of the war and of our lost mates,” he 
said, “but this chance to meet up again alongside 
old “876342” is really important to us.” 

Thank you to the Buninyong and district community news 
Edition 449 June 2018 

Shown in Buninyong alongside their Centurion Tank are (L to R) Leigh Jukes, (radio operator/navigator), Herman Harberts (Gunner) and 
Ian Tregenza (Commander).  

The tank being 
refuelled and 

resupplied in the 
Vietnam 

battlefields, 1968. 
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  Vietnam Veterans Day Townsville 2018  
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A BATTERY RAA 

Vietnam Veterans gathered in Townsville for a re-

union of our tour of Vietnam in 1971 and the built-

up year at Lavarack Barracks Townsville in 1970. 

The reunion was a week of activities culminating in 

being the official guest at the commemorations for 

Vietnam Veterans Day at the shrine in Townsville. 

The week of activities leading up to Saturday 18th; 

included a trip to Magnetic Island, and a tour of Jez-

zine Barracks and museum at the end of the Strand 

overlooking Townsville.  

The highlight of the reunion was our visit to “4 Reg-

iment RAA” at Lavarack Barracks and 106 Battery 

as this was the first Battery that I served with when I 

went to Vietnam in 1970. We were met at the main 

gate of the Barracks by the Battery Guide of 106 

Bty and cleared security (a lot different to the way it 

was in 1970). Then a tour of the barrack area and 

the different units that make up the 3rd Brigade and 

finally finishing at 4 Regt RAA, here we were greet-

ed by the Commanding Officer, The Regimental 

Sargent Major as well as the Battery Commander of 

106 Battery. We were escorted down to the old Pa-

rade ground to meet the Diggers who had set up 

three displays, showing how the Forward Observers 

work, The Command Post which are now run out of 

a Bushmaster vehicle, and a gun. 

The Regiment provided us with a barbecue lunch 

where we met most of the Officers and Diggers 

of the Regiment. It was interesting to see how life 

in the military had changed but was still the same 

as almost fifty years ago. After lunch they had 

arranged a visit to the 3 RAR Regimental Muse-

um, those of us who wanted to attend were told to 

wait for the shuttle bus just outside the Barbecue 

area, two Bushmasters arrived. It was interesting 

to watch the ladies trying to climb into them. The 

3 RAR Museum was interesting and had memo-

rabilia from when they were Formed up to Af-

ghanistan, however they had nothing on their sec-

ond tour of Vietnam when A Battery was their 

direct support Battery, some of our members who 

had been with FO parties with 3 RAR said that 

they would see what they had and pass it on to 

the museum. 

Saturday the 18th August arrived, and it was off 

with the shorts and thongs and on with good gear 

and medals and off to the Townsville ANZAC 

Park Cenotaph for the Vietnam Veterans Day 

commemorations. There was a good gathering of 

veterans about 150 plus the local chapters of The 

Veterans Motorcycle Club and The Diggers Mo-

torcycle Cup, current Military Personnel and 
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Townsville … continued  

families as well as the general public.  

The ceremony commenced with 26 current 

Service personnel placing white crosses on 

the Cenotaph in memory of the 26 Australi-

ans killed during the battles of Coral and 

Balmoral. In Townsville instead of laying 

flowers as a form of remembrance they lay 

books which are then distributed to the local 

schools; this was done as part of the service. 

The keynote speaker was Lt Gen John Ca-

ligari AO DSC Retd. He spoke of the legacy 

that the Vietnam Veterans have set up and 

how his generation must now take that baton 

and nurture and assist the next generation of 

service people. 

Postscript: 

“A Battery” is the oldest continuous unit in the Aus-

tralian Defence Force, 

It was raised in New South Wales on the 1st August 
1871, and has seen service in Sudan, South Africa, 

Gallipoli, France, Belgium, New Guinea, Bougain-
ville, Japan (Occupation Force), Malaya, Malaysia, 

Vietnam, East Timor (as 3RAR’s fifth Company). 

Bill Waterman 



Honour  the  dea d ,  but  f ight  l ike  hel l  for  the  l iv ing.  

V IET NAM VE TERANS ASS OC IA TIO N OF AUS TRALIA 

V ICT ORIA BRAN CH  BOX HI LL SUB -BRA NCH  ABN 

4 3 5 0 6 72 2 1 9  

To contact us see below 

President - 03 9803 3301       John Haward                                   

Secretary - 0439 378 989       Rod Burgess  

Treasurer - 0412 689 630       Bob Glaubitz  

Postal Address: 

PO Box 280, Dingly Village,   VIC   3172 
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Our d iar y  for  2018  

October   Friday 26th   Last Friday of the Month (Bistro)  7.30pm 

November  Wednesday 14th  Committee Meeting Library.  7.00pm 

November  Friday 30th  Last Friday of the Month (Bistro)  7.30pm 

December  Wednesday 12th  Committee Meeting Library   7.00pm. 

December  Sunday 16th  Christmas Party. On The Top Deck. 2.30pm 

Remember 

Last Friday 

Of  

The Month 

Box Hill RSL 

Call to book at our 

tables: 

Brian Tateson 

0428 331 946 

Shadow Minister Visits Box Hill RSL 

On Monday 8th October Amanda Rishworth MP Shadow Minister for Veterans Affairs and Defence Per-

sonnel, Jacinta Collins Senator for Victoria and Jennifer Yang Labor Candidate for Chisholm, visited 

Box Hill RSL to investigate the needs of Veterans. Representing the RSL were Brian Tateson, Adrian 

Wain, Rob Burges, Bob Glaubitz and Bill Waterman. 

Several items were discussed covering both the requirements of both older and younger veterans, two of 

the major points were the need for DVA to remain a standalone entity and the need for consistence with 
the ministers that hold the veteran portfolios as we have had eight in the last ten years.    


