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Boo Coo News 
Boo Coo — from the French word Merci Beaucoup meaning thank you very much. No other meaning intended. 

 Black-Tie Dinner  March 2020  

Our Black-Tie Dinner was held on Saturday 7th March 2020. This night is our prestigious event of the 

year. Everyone looked just wonderful in the black giggle suits wearing their miniature medals and the 

girls looked just magnificent in their evening wear. The room set up was just great using the round ta-

ble concept giving guests more room to move around to talk to their friends.  

The RSL staff were again just magnificent in providing a table service second to none, and the guest 
speaker delivered a presentation after the WW1 battle of “Fromelles” which was different to recent 
presentations. It was of interest to us that those identified were through DNA tests of living family 

members. Dog tags you say? In those days soldiers’ dog tags were made of cardboard — which does 
not survive long in the earth of French farming fields. RB 

See the photos of this formal dinner starting on page …  

Our last Wednesday of the month Veterans lunch is going along Ok with numbers up around the 30 
each month, it would be great to more faces for the lunch, however we understand that the membership 

is getting a little older and softer and a place at home or out with the little lady is sometimes more ap-
propriate and keeps the peace, but if you can come along and join your mates for a quit one or two. 

Due to the current Pandemic and the developing restrictions now being place upon Australian Citizens 

the above paragraph is subject to unknown fluidity  results.  

As a member of the VVAA and RSLs — you will be kept informed through the internet and your email: 
just the way you have received this newsletter.  

Keep Calm and follow instructions, just the way you did in the Forces. Keep smiling! RB 
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Secretar y ’s Repor t  

The election of office bearers was conducted by the 

Vice-President Mr Bill Waterman. Elected as follows: 

President for a 2-year period - Brian Tateson 

Treasurer for a 2- year period - Bob Glaubitz 

Committee Members for a 2-year period – Mike 

Charenko – Reg Davis – John Sheehan. 

The following still have 1 year to go on their 2-year 

period. Vice-President Bill Waterman - Secretary Rod 

Burgess – Committee members -Gerry Wallbridge – 

Andrew Guest. 

 

The VVAA Box Hill Sub-Branch attended the VVAA 

Vic State Council Conference on the 22nd February 

2020 held at Austin Health (The old Repat Hospital) in 

Heidelberg. This conference is held every 4 months 

where all VVAA Sub-Branches throughout the State of 

Victoria get together and make decisions for all 

Vietnam Veterans and their families and the Council do 

a great job in the interest of all Veterans. 

In 2020 the Box Hill Vietnam veterans will be putting 

together an Honour Board starting from 2002 through 

to 2020 with the names of past and current Presidents – 

Secretaries – Treasurers and life Members. The Honour 

Board will be placed in the Vietnam Veterans Gallery.  

 

VVAA Bush Fire Appeal. The VVAA National Sub-

Branched launched a bush fire appeal where all Sub-

Branches throughout Australia raised money and 

channelled it through the National Office. The VVAA 

Vic Sub-Branches became aware that the money raised 

was going to be channelled into the Red Cross for 

distribution. At the State Council the Sub-Branches 

under the guidance of the State executive withdrew our 

donation of $5,000.00 Plus and redirected the funds 

Hi All 

Since our last Boo Coo News in October 2019, we saw the 

close of the year with the traditional December Christmas 

party on the deck of the Box Hill RSL and the numbers were 

excellent, I am pretty sure in saying those who attended had a 

great afternoon, it was a good way in saying good bye to 2019 

a year that will go down in history of the VVAA Box Hill Sub

-Branch and the Box Hill RSL with the elections of new 

committees and future directions. 

2020 was kicked off by the Annual General meeting in 

February and as AGM meetings go the numbers were not too 

bad. Mt Brendan Kincade Vice-president of the VVAA State 

Sub-Branch represented the State Executive. 

The President thanked Mr John Haward for his 13 years of 

service as the Chairman / President of the VVAA Box Hill 

Sub-Branch and thanked all Committee Members for their 

service during the 2019 period. 

All the reports i.e.: Presidents – Secretaries – Treasurers and 

Membership have been forward to the members. 

 

Working with Children was discussed and brought to the 

attention, that ALL members who will be working with 

children in the future must be registered. Go into Google pull 

up Working with Children and follow the prompts and 

registered with the Box Hill RSL. This bring in the BBQ’s at 

Bunnings and any other event that working with children is a 

possibility. 

 

John Haward took the floor and ask what is the VVAA doing 

about the RSL Reform Group and their so call activities. It was 

explained by Brendan Kincade that now the VVAA is not 

involved it is between the RSL Vic and the Reform Group, 

however once and ever the VVAA gets involved the State 

Executive will take the appropriate action. 

John Sheehan brought up the concerns of the Veterans 

committing suicide is a major issue to the Veterans community 

and the Federal Government has just appointed a Veterans 

Commissioner to investigate the problem. 



through the Gippsland Bush Fire Relieve Foundation where 

the money is directed to those mostly need in the affected 

area. 

 

Currently our membership renewals are dragging its feet, 

we have only about half our members that have paid their 

membership fee. So, come on guy’s how about paying up, 

we need your money to help pay for the Black-Tie Dinner 

and other costs. 

 

National Vietnam Veterans Museum (NVVM) Have 

launched a Picket Fence Project, where Sub-Branches can 

purchase a Picket displaying their Sub-Branch details to be 

part of a Picket Fence surrounding one of the displays at the 

museum. Box Hill Sub-Branch has purchased a Picket so 

our name will be out there and recognised by the guests to 

the museum.      

Current and upcoming events 

Anzac Day 25th April 2020. At this stage pending this 

report is out before Anzac Day and what we have been 

advised, Anzac Day will go ahead but be reduced to a 

smaller service and march at the Shrine. As the details come 

out, we will advise you of the activities of the day 

The Box Hill RSL will also be guided by Anzac House and 

may have to hold a smaller service for members only, that 

will be very difficult, allot of the public turn up at the 

cenotaph to hold their own quit service We will keep you 

informed.     

 

The Vietnam Veterans Lunch will be held on Saturday 

16th August as part of VV Week 2020 in the Upton Room of 

the Box Hill RSL. The room this year will be a little 

different than past years to give the filling of what VV Day 

is all about. 

The guest speaker will be announced once we have secured 

his services, but I can assure you the 2020 guest speaker has 

his work cut out for him following last year’s guest speaker 

performance.  

All subject to the Pandemic restrictions.  

Secretar y ’s Repor t  cont inued . . .  
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2020 is the 100th year of operations of the Box Hill RSL, an 

anniversary book is being compiled from Day 1 to current 

days, this book will be out later in the year. The VVAA Box 

Hill Sub-Branch will be featured in the book from the time 

our Sub-Branch was form in 2002 to 2020. It will not be a 

large section of the book, but we will be recognised as a full 

and effective part of the RSL. 

 

 

Australian Defence Veteran’s Covenant – Defence card 

scheme to boost discounts for Veterans. Every Veteran is 

intitled to the veteran’s discard card and a lapel badge to 

display their entitlement for discounts where they apply, 

however outlet shops and stores are not compelled to give 

out discounts it is basically on the good will of the store 

operators / owners. 

If you have not got your card and badge you can go on the 

DVA link and apply on-line. This new badge does not 

replace your Return from Active Service Badge (RAS). 

 

This year as always, we will be conducting a Sausage Sizzle 

and Badge selling day at Bunnings Box Hill in the same 

week as Veterans week in August 2020. This day goes from 

9.00 am to 4.00 pm we will be looking for volunteers to 

assist on the day. Keep it in mind, we will be calling out for 

volunteers as we get closer to the day.    

Remember your Working with Children card.       
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 Day Trip is on the agenda again.  

The Committee have been discussing a day trip in October 

for the members and their wife’s / Partners and friends. A 

suggestion was put on the table of a lunch Cruise leaving 

Docklands cruising the bay for say 3 to 4 hours and 

returning to Docklands around 4.00 pm. Not a bad 

suggestion, give us your thoughts, please. 

 

Now being associated with the Box Hill RSL 

has its benefits. At the last Box Hill RSL budget 

meeting the VVAA Box Hill Sub-Branch received a very 

generous financial support package that goes towards the 

running costs of our Sub-Branch. Without this support it 

would be very difficult to keep our prices to the events we 

run at an acceptable level. So, say thanks to the RSL by 

being involved in the activities we run — which in turn 

supports the RSL.     

Looking forward in your support.  

Rod Burgess – Black Hat 
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DIVISIONS (Navy) For our Navy members 

By Surgeon Lieutenant Commander (Retd)  Rob Moffitt        

I was invited to Attend Divisions at HMAS Cerberus by 
the Commander of HMAS Cerberus Captain Mike Oborn 
on the 6th December 2019. Our VVAA members would 
have met Mike at Box Hill RSL black tie dinner last year. 

Divisions at HMAS Cerberus is a big event with about a 
1000 sailors and officers performing a display and march 
past complete with bands and guns after completing their 
graduation training over the year.   

Divisions this year was in honour of the Chief of Navy 
Vice Admiral Michael Noonan who took the salute of the 
parade. I and my wife Valena were seated at the front of 
the parade ground with the Admiral and Senior Naval Of-
ficers as the parade marched past to salute us. 

I was invited as an honoured VIP guest by the CO Captain 
Mike Oborn. 

He also invited me last year when the person taking the 

salute was the governor of Victoria Linda Dessau.  

Dr Rob Moffitt is a Second Member of our VVAA Sub 

Branch at Box Hill RSL. For a number of us here — he is 

our regular doctor.  

Continued from last newsletter 

Military is described within the Oxford Diction-

ary as “…. of, for, soldiers or army”; the Collins 

English Dictionary describes the word as “… 

characteristic of, or about soldiers”; even the 

disgustingly politically correct Macquarie Dic-

tionary explains the word as “…. relating to the 

army ….. befitting a soldier …. having the char-

acteristics of a soldier …..”. The Macquarie Dic-

tionary also describes military police as “… sol-

diers who perform police duties within the ar-

my”. 

 

It appears that in 1991 someone at Defence, nei-

ther knowing nor understanding what he/she was 

doing, incorrectly decided that the term military 

would cover the three Services. Yes, English is a 

living language and yes, we live in an age of ri-

diculous political correctness, however, the use 

of the term military to describe the Australian 

Defence Force is (to put it mildly) WRONG! 

The military is the Army! 
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 Remembrance Operat ion Hammer sley  
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Members of 1 Troop A Squadron: L to R.  John Keys, Mike Charenko,  CO Colonel Jack Chipman, Mick Payne and Peter 

Rosemond RSM Army. 

Canberra 50th Remembrance of Operation Hammersley  

Tuesday 18 February 2020 

Our member Mike Charenko a member of A Sqn 1st Armd Regt. attended a remembrance ceremony in Canberra 

for Operation Hammersley which covered the incursion of Australia Forces into the Long Hai Mountains. The 

purpose of the ceremony was to enable the veterans of A Sqn 1St Armd Regt and B Sqn 3 Cav Regt who took 

part in the Battle of the Long Hais to attend a Wreath-laying and Poppy Service at the AWM.   

 

Operation Hammersley, 10th February to 9th March 1970.  

The operation was conducted by 8RAR, A Sqn 1st Armd Regt, B Sqn 3 Cav Regt and elements of 1 Fld Sqn RAE. It was the 

first major incursion into the Minh Dam Secret Zone (Long Hais) since the Indochina War of the 1950s.  

After the Battle the enemy never recovered from the psychological blow from the assault by 1ATF units comprising the 8 

RAR Battle Group, on the Minh Dam Secret Zone. 

 In his book Canister! On! Fire! Australian Tank Operations in Vietnam. B Cameron wrote, 

 “The operation had major implications for the enemy over and above their casualties and material losses. In particle, the 

image that they had long promoted of their sanctuary in the Long Hais being immune against attack, had been destroyed. 

Both the ARVN and the local population had been shown that there was no such thing as safe haven for the VC. 

The success achieved was due in no small part to the combined arms nature of the engagements, coupled with acts of gal-
lantry, self-sacrifice and sheer guts by all those involved.” 
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  Photographic collage of Black Tie Dinner 
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…  continued 



Honour  the  dead,  but  f ight  l ike  he l l  for  the  l iv ing.  

V IET NAM VE TERANS ASS OC IA TIO N OF AUS TRALIA 

V ICT ORIA BRAN CH  BOX HI LL SUB -BRA NCH  ABN 

4 3 5 0 6 72 2 1 9  

To contact us see below 

President - 0428 331 946      Brian Tateson                                   

Secretary - 0439 378 989      Rod Burgess  

Treasurer - 0412 689 630      Bob Glaubitz  

Postal Address: 

PO Box 280, Dingly Village,   VIC   3172 

 

Boo Coo Newsletter by: 

Editor — Bill Waterman 

Construction & Layout — Ziggy Ziogas 

Photos cont inued . . .  

Permission to use in Boo Coo 

from Ian Coate.  

Iain and his wife are both ex-

Military and run the Australian 

Web Site …  

MythicAustralia.com 

For a range of artwork and Aus-

tralian books on Aussie life go to 

their web site. Great stuff for 

your grandkids especially.  

Thank you Ian.  


